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STAY CURIOUS

has gone above and beyond to advocate for the needs of a child and Anchorage’s case
management team; to be able to provide the support, services, care, and supervision the child
required 24/7. Ms. Butler was able to build a strong and healthy relationship with the child
and her family. During this challenging time, Ms. Butler worked tirelessly with the Agency for
Persons with Disabilities, the parents, the courts, Mobile Response Team (MRT), NWF Health
Network, law enforcement, hospital staff, etc. to get this child stable and to an appropriate,
safe, and permanent environment that will be centered around the child’s special needs. Ms.
Butler has gone above and beyond, exceeding the expectations to ensure the safety and
stability of this child. The bond and attachment witnessed between Ms. Butler & this child is
absolutely remarkable, heartfelt, and a great reminder of our “why” when working as a child
welfare professional. 
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LET’S TALK ABOUT
REUNIFICATION

This Issue:

TIME MANAGEMENT TIP

Reflect on the
importance of
Reunification 
Review a Feature a
Child Welfare
Professional.  
Examine CFOP.  
 Be challenged to look
out for all vulnerable
populations.

Why does reunification matter? The main idea of this
article is to support the upcoming National
Reunification Month celebrated in June. When
attempting to actually write something it became
difficult to convey how important this topic really is. Why
is reunification important? Obviously, it just does —
right? When safe, children deserve to be with their
parents, their family of origin, to go back to their home.
It’s the law; we are required to make reasonable efforts
to prevent removal and then to enhance protective
capacities to reunify. Could “because DUH” just be
printed in giant bolded letters to replace words busy
child welfare professionals don’t have time to read
anyway? The heart of the matter is because the
behavior change matters. Instead of reading more on
the why, tell us what you think? Email
training@nwfhealth.org to share why is reunification
important to you. (This story continues on page 3)

Our brains can only actually
work on one thing at a time.
Keep your focus on the task
at hand!  If it’s a big job, take
breaks, but only respond to
emergencies when working on
a project.
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CWP Staff Member Highlight

Erica Butler, Care
Manager Supervisor,
with Anchorage
Children’s Home has
exemplified what
team work and
leadership means.
During a challenging
time with Ms. Butler 

mailto:training@nwfhealth.org


Child welfare is all aboutsafety and wellbeing forour children in care and weknow to report suspectedchild abuse or neglect.  
We also report  abuse orneglect of our vulnerablecitizens such as the elderlyor disabled communitymembers as well as ourfurry, feathered, and scaleyfriends.  
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CARING FOR PETS
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ADULTS
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AND VULNERABLE
ADULTS

Vulnerable adult reports areprocessed through the samehotline as child abuse reports!  Toreport animal abuse or neglectdial 311 or local law enforcement. For more information participatein this training: MandatoryReporting to Protect VulnerableAdults offered in MyFL Learn.

https://myflfamilies.csod.com/ui/lms-learning-details/app/course/25756826-3f10-4419-a285-3ac3db5a1e5c
https://myflfamilies.csod.com/ui/lms-learning-details/app/course/25756826-3f10-4419-a285-3ac3db5a1e5c
https://myflfamilies.csod.com/ui/lms-learning-details/app/course/25756826-3f10-4419-a285-3ac3db5a1e5c
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CFOP CORNER

The heart of the matter is because the
behavior change matters. Instead of reading
more on the why, tell us what you think? Email
training@nwfhealth.org to share why is
reunification important to you. (This submission
will award you a half hour CEU.) There are
other aspects to reunification to discuss such
as are there better outcomes for children and
this history of Reunification Month. 
National Reunification Month was created in
2010 by the American Bar Association (ABA)
Center on Children and the Law and other
national partners. Read more about the guiding
principles of this celebration that began one
special Father’s Day weekend: Celebrating
National Reunification Month. The event grew
to national event celebrated by almost every
state gaining federal attention via the Child
Welfare Information Gateway on the ten-year
anniversary. Circuit 2 is featuring its first
annual celebration event, families are being
nominated to celebrate their story. It is
exciting to see this event making its way to the
northwest region! 

170-9, 6-2 Purposeful Contacts
 We would like to stress the importance of

provider contacts in making critical
decisions that impact child safety,

permanency and wellbeing by sharing
CFOP: 

The case manager is responsible for
ongoing communication and collaboration

with the family, team members involved,
and the court to effectively evaluate

family progress. If the case plan is
targeting the correct issues and casework

practice reflects consistent efforts to
engage the family and the family’s team,

there will be adequate information
supporting the evaluation of family

progress and conclusions reached. The
evaluation will be sufficient to determine

whether the outcomes of the case plan
remain appropriate or have been met and

whether the strategies, services, and
interventions are working effectively or

not to achieve lasting child safety or
permanency.

We have the opportunity to really shape someone’s current
situation and how their future looks. And that’s a pretty

amazing power. 
-Tom Peters

( CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

Research has shown that maltreated children raised by their families are less likely to get
pregnant, wind up in the juvenile justice system and or be arrested as adults and far more
likely to hold a job for at least three months than comparably maltreated children who were
placed in foster care. Achieving timely reunification while preventing reentry into foster care
has benefits at multiple levels. Children do best when raised in a stable family setting, which
can support positive effects on their cognitive, behavioral, and health outcomes. Long term
outcomes are just one of many reasons to support reunification. Do you have a family success
story to share with the region? Email training@nwfhealth.org to receive a half hour CEU and a
possible feature in the next Quarterly Update. 

mailto:training@nwfhealth.org
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-35/june-2016/celebrating-national-reunification-month/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-35/june-2016/celebrating-national-reunification-month/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/
https://www.childwelfare.gov/
https://myflfamilies.com/sites/default/files/2025-03/CFOP%20170-09%20Family%20Assessment%20and%20Case%20Planning.pdf
mailto:training@nwfhealth.org
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Keep up with your learning journeys/ CEUs with
these topics. Please note, sessions subject to
change based on regional needs and participant
enrollment. 

Human Trafficking (C14)
Exit Interviews (Regional)
OFFA Learning Circles (C1)
Critical Decision Making (C14)
Safety Planning (Regional)
Working w/ Children on the Autism Spectrum (C2)
Case Planning Learning Circle (Regional)

IN-SERVICE
REGISTRATION

CLICK OR SCAN THE QR
CODE TO REGISTER!

UPCOMING OFFERINGS

What did you say was
helpful about TRAINING?

For any questions, comments or suggestions please
contact training@nwfhealth.org 

Have a training need?
Request a training

CLICK OR SCAN
THE QR CODE
TO NOMINATE

A FAMILY

CLICK TO
REGISTER VIA
EVENTBRITE

Always remember
to fall asleepwith a dream andwake up with apurpose.-unknown

CHECK OUT ‘RAPPING DAD’
WHO WILL BE FEATURED AT

THE FFN CONFERENCE:
HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM

/WATCH?V=68TRGH8VAXK 

FamiliesFirst Network's 20th Annual 
Child Welfare Training Conference

May 6

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OYM3-p7MNEWmlBf2kkPe2O3fKCt3v7hHhCuHZU4fwTtUNUlES0hWUEY4Mk1MNUhFR0hFMTFQREo3ViQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OYM3-p7MNEWmlBf2kkPe2O3fKCt3v7hHhCuHZU4fwTtUNkYyNDJIODNQR1M2Vk9HNzhYVDNGWkg5SiQlQCN0PWcu
https://ffn20th.eventbrite.com/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17IMkkMmIjgEzQxWJb5ZRWgsQoMiRYDjL/view?usp=drivesdk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=OYM3-p7MNEWmlBf2kkPe2O3fKCt3v7hHhCuHZU4fwTtUNkYyNDJIODNQR1M2Vk9HNzhYVDNGWkg5SiQlQCN0PWcu
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17IMkkMmIjgEzQxWJb5ZRWgsQoMiRYDjL/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17IMkkMmIjgEzQxWJb5ZRWgsQoMiRYDjL/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17IMkkMmIjgEzQxWJb5ZRWgsQoMiRYDjL/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/17IMkkMmIjgEzQxWJb5ZRWgsQoMiRYDjL/view?usp=drivesdk
https://ffn20th.eventbrite.com/
https://ffn20th.eventbrite.com/
https://ffn20th.eventbrite.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68tRGH8VAXk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68tRGH8VAXk

